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‘‘He was the public face of the Freedom Co-

alition for a good deal of time,’’ Silverman 
said. 

More recently, Zimmerman worked to help 
convince the Lawrence school board to add 
‘‘gender identity’’ to a list of classes for 
which district employees have protection 
from discrimination.
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MORE EXPLANATIONS NEEDED 
FROM ATTORNEY GENERAL 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 24, 2003

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to have serious concerns about the ac-
tivities of the Justice Department under the 
current Administration. 

So, I agree completely with an editorial in 
today’s Rocky Mountain News regarding the 
recent directive by the Attorney General in-
structing U.S. Attorneys to limit use of plea 
bargains and to pursue the most serious pos-
sible charges in most cases. 

As the editorial notes, ‘‘if there is a problem 
with overly lenient sentences and go-easy 
prosecutors, the Justice Department has yet to 
prove it. Ashcroft might be trying to fix a sys-
tem that isn’t broken. The order also could 
have the dangerous effect of diminishing the 
discretion of federal judges and prosecutors, a 
critical point now that more and more offenses 
that were once purely state law are now fed-
eral crimes.’’ 

The editorial concludes by saying ‘‘Con-
gress should insist that Ashcroft more thor-
oughly explain why this order is necessary.’’ 
On that point, I fully concur, and urge the Judi-
ciary Committee to seek such an explanation 
without delay. 

For the benefit of our colleagues, here is the 
full text of the editorial:
[From the Rocky Mountain News, Sept. 24, 

2003] 

WHAT PROBLEM IS ASHCROFT SOLVING? 

Attorney General John Ashcroft is becom-
ing a prolific writer of memos to the 94 U.S. 
attorneys. 

His latest instructs them to pursue the 
toughest possible charges and seek the sever-
est sentences possible. And he also ordered 
them to limit the use of plea bargains. The 
goal, he said, was to bring uniformity and 
consistency to federal criminal prosecutions. 

By itself, the order is not unreasonable. It 
reflects the Bush administration’s stand on 
law enforcement, and it returns to a similar 
order the department issued in 1989 during 
the administration of Bush senior. The order 
was relaxed during the Clinton administra-
tion. And Ashcroft’s order has reasonable ex-
ceptions on plea bargaining, for example, to 
reward cooperation and clear overcrowded 
dockets. 

But if there is a problem with overly le-
nient sentences and go-easy prosecutors, the 
Justice Department has yet to prove it. 
Ashcroft might be trying to fix a system 
that isn’t broken. 

The order also could have the dangerous ef-
fect of diminishing the discretion of federal 
judges and prosecutors, a critical point now 
that more and more offenses that were once 
purely state law are now federal crimes. 

Ashcroft also has told the U.S. attorneys 
to report judges who impose lighter sen-
tences than called for by federal sentencing 
guidelines. Yet seeking the toughest charges 

with the maximum sentences could also in-
crease the federal judiciary’s already back-
logged workload. With little possibility of a 
plea bargain, more defendants now have an 
incentive to go to trial and then continue 
the fight through the appeals process. 

Congress should insist that Ashcroft more 
thoroughly explain why this order is nec-
essary.
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12TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
NAGORNO KARABAGH REPUB-
LIC’S INDEPENDENCE 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 24, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 12th anniversary of the 
Nagorno Karabagh Republic’s independence 
from the Soviet Union. 

In 1991, the world underwent dramatic 
changes as communism was finally over-
thrown in the Soviet Union and millions of 
people got their first tastes of democracy. The 
autumn of that historic year saw many of the 
former Soviet Republics declare their inde-
pendence and begin the process of self-gov-
ernance. 

Armenia has made amazing progress in re-
building a society and a nation in the face of 
dramatic obstacles. The United States must 
continue to support Armenia’s commitment to 
democracy, the rule of law, and a market 
economy, and I am proud to stand with Arme-
nia in so doing. While we should look forward 
to the future, we must never forget the strug-
gles of the Armenian people throughout their 
history. 

I look forward to the strengthening of the 
diplomatic and economic ties between the 
United States and Armenia so that the people 
of both nations can forge an alliance that will 
never be broken. I offer my sincerest con-
gratulations to Armenia on the anniversary of 
its independence.
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TRIBUTE TO DOROTHY SAVAGE 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 24, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise before this 
body of Congress and this nation to pay trib-
ute to an outstanding citizen from my district. 
Dorothy Savage of Ordway, Colorado has tire-
lessly worked to promote literacy and the im-
portance of education in Colorado. She is a 
valued citizen, and I am honored to share her 
story here today. 

A former teacher, Dorothy knows the impor-
tance of educating our children. Dorothy vol-
unteers her time to teach elementary school 
children the joy of reading. She also encour-
ages other seniors to volunteer to tutor chil-
dren. At 93 years young, Dorothy was recently 
crowned the Colorado State Fair Silver Queen 
for 2003, a recognition honoring her coura-
geous outlook on life and youthful spirit. Doro-
thy has dedicated her reign to promoting lit-
eracy among children. 

Mr. Speaker, Dorothy Savage has selflessly 
taken the attention that has been given to her 

and focused it on a cause that is near to her 
heart. She has announced that she will dedi-
cate her reign, and the attention that comes 
with it, to promoting literacy. For years, Doro-
thy has attempted to share the joy and wonder 
of reading and writing with the children of her 
local community. For her enthusiasm and tire-
less work, I am honored to join with my col-
leagues in thanking Dorothy Savage. I wish 
her the best of luck in the future.
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HONORING ST. PETER’S CATHE-
DRAL PARISH ON ITS 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNYSLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 24, 2003

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to call the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the St. Peter’s Cathedral Par-
ish in Scranton, Pennsylvania as they cele-
brate their 150th Anniversary on Sunday, Sep-
tember 28, 2003. 

Reverend Monsignor Joseph Quinn an-
nounced that a yearlong celebration of events 
will culminate this Sunday, the anniversary 
date of the dedication of the Cathedral, with a 
grand celebration of liturgy in St. Peter’s Ca-
thedral. 

St. Peter’s Cathedral and its parishioners 
have a storied history. In 1841, the Catholic 
faith was formally brought to Scranton by 
James Sullivan, a missionary priest who cele-
brated the first Mass in a house on Shanty 
Hill, located in what is now the South Side of 
the city. Within the next seven years the first 
Catholic Church had been built in that section 
and dedicated by Bishop John Kenrick of Bal-
timore. 

In 1853, a small wood frame church was 
constructed on the corner of Franklin Avenue 
and Spruce Street in what would become 
downtown Scranton, to accommodate the 
growing number of Catholics in the Scranton 
area. It was named St. Vincent de Paul 
Church, and later renamed St. Peter’s Cathe-
dral. Before its completion, Rev. Moses Whitty 
became the first pastor of what was to eventu-
ally become known as St. Peter’s Cathedral. 
With the establishment of the Diocese of 
Scranton in 1868, this parish began a history 
of faith that continues today. 

With the rapidly growing number of newly 
arrived immigrants, it was soon necessary for 
Father Whitty to search for a site to construct 
a new church. Three lots in the 300 block of 
Wyoming Avenue were purchased for the sum 
of approximately $2,000, a large sum for its 
day, at the present site of the Cathedral. In 
1865 ground was broken at the corner of Lin-
den Street and Wyoming Avenue for the new 
church. Some deemed it to be ‘‘in the woods’’ 
as it was far removed from the primary com-
mercial area of the community then located in 
the Bellevue and Hyde Park areas of the city. 

On March 10, 1867, Bishop James Wood of 
Philadelphia blessed the new church. The es-
tablishment of the new Diocese of Scranton 
and the installation of its first Bishop followed 
quickly in 1868 with the consecration of the 
Most Reverend William O’Hara. A native of 
Ireland and the former pastor of Saint Patrick’s 
Church in Philadelphia, Bishop O’Hara was to 
remain as the first head of the new diocese 
until his death three decades later on Feb-
ruary 3, 1899. 
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Beginning in 1883, a project was under-

taken to remodel and embellish the church, 
which was now the central church of the dio-
cese. On September 28, 1884 upon comple-
tion of the project and satisfaction of all debt 
incurred, the new Mother Church of the dio-
cese was consecrated by Archbishop P.J. 
Ryan of Philadelphia, and its name was 
changed to the Cathedral of St. Peter marking 
its new role in the still young diocese com-
prised of eight counties in northeastern Penn-
sylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, on this 150th anniversary cele-
bration, I would like to congratulate the parish-
ioners of St. Peter’s Cathedral. St. Peter’s Ca-
thedral, a Scranton landmark that has endured 
these many years, is a visible example of both 
the storied history of the City of Scranton and 
the role the Catholic Church played as an inte-
gral part of this community.
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EULOGY FOR EDWARD TELLER 

HON. CURT WELDON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 24, 2003

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to honor the memory of Edward Teller, 
perhaps the most important scientist of the 
20th century, who died Tuesday, September 
9, 2003, at his home on the campus of Stan-
ford University, at the age of 95. 

Edward Teller was born into a prosperous 
family of Jewish Hungarians in 1908. After at-
tending schools in Budapest, he went to Mu-
nich and Leipzig to earn a PhD. in physical 
chemistry in 1930. His doctoral thesis, on the 
hydrogen molecular ion, helped lay the foun-
dation for a theory of molecular orbitals that 
remains widely accepted today. 

Teller studied atomic physics under Niels 
Bohr in Copenhagen in the early 1930s. In 
1935, Teller and his bride, Augusta Harkanyi, 
went to the United States where he taught at 
George Washington University. Together with 
his colleague George Gamow, he established 
new rules for classifying the ways subatomic 
particles can escape the nucleus during radio-
active decay. 

In 1941, Teller became a U.S. citizen, and 
joined Enrico Fermi’s team at the University of 
Chicago in the epochal experiment that pro-
duced the first self-sustaining nuclear chain re-
action. Teller then accepted an invitation from 
the University at Berkeley to work on theo-
retical studies on the atomic bomb with J. 
Robert Oppenheimer. When Oppenheimer set 
up the secret Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory 
in New Mexico in 1943, Teller was among the 
first recruited. 

As early as 1943, Teller conceived the idea 
for the hydrogen bomb, a weapon potentially 
thousands of times more powerful than the 
atomic bomb. Teller’s idea for an H-bomb was 
a decade ahead of his fellow scientists, who 
were the best and brightest in their field. 

After World War II, in 1946, Teller accepted 
a position with the University of Chicago, while 
also serving as a consultant to Los Alamos. 
When the Soviet Union exploded an atomic 
bomb in 1949–years before they were ex-
pected to do so—the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion investigated Teller’s proposal for devel-
oping an H-bomb. Oppenheimer voted against 
such a program, siding with scientists who 

claimed the H-bomb was technologically im-
possible. The debate was settled by the con-
fession of the British atomic scientist Klaus 
Fuchs that he had been spying for the Soviet 
Union since 1942. Fuchs had known of Amer-
ican interest in a hydrogen bomb and passed 
along U.S. data to the Soviets. In response, 
President Truman ordered the H-bomb project 
to proceed. 

Teller solved a key problem in designing the 
H-bomb, proposing that radiation, instead of 
mechanical shock, could be used to compress 
and ignite the thermonuclear core. Teller’s H-
bomb was successfully tested on November 1, 
1952. It yielded an explosion of 10 megatons, 
one thousand times more powerful than the 
Hiroshima A-bomb.

By the way, on August 12, 1953, the Soviet 
Union successfully tested their H-bomb, less 
than one year after Teller’s test. So Teller was 
proven right both about the technical feasibility 
of the H-bomb, and about the imminent Soviet 
threat. If Teller had lost his argument with 
Oppenheimer, the Soviet Union would have 
beaten the United States to the H-bomb, and 
the Cold War might have had a very different 
outcome. 

Teller was instrumental in the creation of the 
United States’ second nuclear weapons lab-
oratory, the Lawrence Livermore Laboratory, 
in 1952. For the next four decades, with Teller 
often at its head, Lawrence Livermore was the 
United States’ chief laboratory for the design 
of nuclear weapons. 

Throughout his life, Teller served as a 
prominent government advisor on nuclear 
weapons, nuclear strategy, and national secu-
rity issues. In 1982–83, he was a major influ-
ence on President Ronald Reagan’s proposal 
to defend the United States from nuclear mis-
sile attacks by means of a Strategic Defense 
Initiative. 

In 2003, Edward Teller was awarded the 
prestigious Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 
nation’s highest civilian honor. 

Although no longer with us, Teller will al-
ways live through his technological achieve-
ments and his political ideals. Edward Teller’s 
scientific vision combined with his patriotism 
and far-sighted wisdom to create a safer 
world. Teller’s invention of the hydrogen bomb 
thwarted the Soviet Union from achieving a 
decisive technological advantage over the 
United States and probably prevented nuclear 
war. The H-bomb also deterred the USSR 
from attempting to enslave the western de-
mocracies by invading with its vast preponder-
ance of tanks, soldiers, and aircraft. So Tell-
er’s awesome invention prevented the Cold 
War from turning hot, made possible the long 
half-century stalemate between East and 
West, and avoided the Third World War that 
many, but not Teller, thought inevitable. The 
Cold War ended with the peaceful triumph of 
democracy and the emergence between the 
United States and Russia of friendship. Ed-
ward Teller deserves a huge amount of credit 
for this happy outcome. 

Edward Teller also deserves credit for con-
ceiving the idea of missile defense as a way 
of defeating weapons of mass destruction. As 
early as 1945, Teller authored a report for the 
Navy arguing that missile defense against 
atomic weapons is possible. Teller never 
stopped thinking about the idea of missile de-
fense. He briefed then Governor Ronald 
Reagan on the possibility of a national missile 
defense in 1967. He again promoted the idea 

of strategic missile defenses to President 
Reagan in the early 1980s. Teller’s ideas be-
came the basis for Ronald Reagan’s Strategic 
Defense Initiative. SDI has evolved into the re-
ality of a National Missile Defense to protect 
the United States from weapons of mass de-
struction launched by rogue states and terror-
ists. 

Critics claim that missile defenses against 
weapons of mass destruction cannot work. 
Ironically, back in the 1950s, Teller’s liberal 
critics said the same thing about the hydrogen 
bomb, claiming the H-bomb would not work. 
Those critics were wrong then and they are 
wrong now. Missile defenses are already tech-
nologically proven. 

The bottom line about Edward Teller is that, 
had he never lived, millions would probably be 
dead today, and the Western democracies 
might not exist. In the future, millions will con-
tinue to enjoy the fruits of freedom and secu-
rity, sheltered by missile defenses, because of 
the genius of Edward Teller. 

I have introduced two bills that honor the 
memory of Edward Teller by trying to carry on 
his work. One bill establishes the Teller-
Kurchatov Alliance for Peace. The Teller-
Kurchatov Alliance will support joint research 
on peaceful uses of nuclear energy and pro-
mote cooperation and friendship between the 
United States and Russia. The other bill es-
tablishes a Commission on Nuclear Strategy 
of the United States. The Commission will 
think broadly and deeply, twenty years into the 
future, about the long-term role of nuclear 
weapons given the end of the Cold War and 
the rapidly changing global security environ-
ment. The Commission will harness the intel-
lectual power of men like Edward Teller, the 
leading intellects of that Great Generation that 
guided the United States safely through the 
nuclear perils of the Cold War, in order to gain 
their wisdom and guidance on the safest 
course to follow in the future. 

In closing, on behalf of the U.S. Congress 
and the American people, we say farewell to 
Edward Teller, the lion of science. Following 
his leadership and vision, we must continue to 
search for scientific answers to the world’s 
most demanding challenges. 

We must embrace his calls for greater co-
operation with our former adversaries in the 
Soviet Union. Dr. Teller’s life and work make 
clear that we can solve any problem, over-
come any challenge and rise to any occasion 
for the good of humanity.
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EXPRESSING SYMPATHY TO 
CITIZENS OF EUROPE 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 24, 2003

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember the victims of the heat wave that 
gripped Europe through the month of August. 
Record-setting temperatures across the con-
tinent resulted in crop-ravaging drought, dev-
astating forest fires and the deaths of thou-
sands. 

Cities across Europe from London to Paris 
to Rome experienced temperatures never be-
fore seen in recorded history. A lack of rainfall 
and soaring heat left crops withered and unus-
able. The economic costs of such losses have 
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